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Tel: 07824 875 959
Email: clerk@ravenstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.ravenstoneparishcouncil.gov.uk


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL RAVENSTONE PARISH MEETING HELD AT THE RAVENSTONE VILLAGE HALL ON 19TH MAY 2026 AT 7.30PM 

Present:	Councillors: L Postawa (Chair), H Anderson (Vice Chair), R Macgowan, N Fielding.
		Ward Councillors: K McLean, P Geary, D Tyler. 
PCSO Connor Braddish
Residents: B Meades
MINUTES

1. To Receive Nominations for and elect a new Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.  Councillor Les Postawa elected as Chairman and Councillor Helen Anderson elected as Vice Chair, Unanimous.

2. Apologies: None.

3. To review and amend, if necessary, any Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies of the
Ravenstone Parish Council.  NALC -confirm membership and access details to update IT policy.

4. To Provide an Update and Brief Report to Residents present regarding the RPC activities in the year, including Recreation Ground, Flooding, Maintenance, and Village Appearance.

Chairmans Report - LP (to be posted on website) Rob Humphries stepped down this year, Nicola Fielding was co-opted as a new parish councillor, Jen Sheekey replaced Charmane Macgregor as parish clerk. There is currently one vacancy for a parish councillor. 
Members of the parish council have kept in contact with the Flood and Water Management team throughout the year and the council are still waiting for their final report. Drains and gullies that are blocked or damaged have been reported but no action taken by MKC. Ravenstone Mill Road corner flooding resolved by MKC highways and the landowner. PG and RM thanked for their support in this.
Potholes throughout the village and surrounding roads are still an issue with recent repairs being inadequate and breaking down over the winter months. Fly tipping has been a continued problem, but MKC has been proactive in resolving incidents.
Village inspection took place on 26th April 2026- several items were identified and will be addressed over the coming months including the large diseased tree on the green near All Saints church. Grass cutting tender given to Lloyds Grounds Maintenance Ltd. Councillors are currently reviewing quote for replanting and maintenance plan to replace raised beds.
The council has been monitoring the planning applications and responding where appropriate to raise issues and concerns. RPC continues to closely monitor the New City Plan and the New Town Consultation. There is particular concern about the potential loss of valuable agricultural land, which is the primary industry for the local area.
Ongoing plans for 2026-2027 include developing a long-term flood prevention scheme for the village with MKC, maintaining village appearance, function and where possible improving it, monitoring and implementing the neighbourhood plan and keeping abreast of the MK New City Plan. 

	Bridge at the recreation ground was scheduled to be repaired early this year before the end of the financial year. No action taken at present by MKC.  RM emailed James Pearce (Senior Engineer Highways) about this again, awaiting a response. 

Defib training can be two evening sessions during the week for £200 (14-16 people per session), RM to arrange date for this.
Continuation of long-term flood prevention plan, RM monitoring. Continuation of neighbourhood plan.

5. To review the Council Asset Register. Clerk to find and update councillors via email.

6. To review the Council insurance policy and discuss/decide on alterations. Up to date until 2027.

7. Declarations of any interests. None.

8. Approval of Minutes. Approval of minutes for the Parish meeting of 17 March 2026, noting change of Councillor N Fielding’s surname from Glancy, which is incorrect to Fielding.

9. Ward Councillors Report.  David Tyler is the new ward councillor; we now have 3 Conservative councillors representing the Olney and Rural ward. P Geary explained MKC will have its first full meeting with the new coalition council on 1st June 2026. The head of the council is now Jane Carr and Lauren Townsend is the deputy. The ward councillors offered their full support to RPC going forward and asked to be included in any correspondence with MKC where they may be able to expedite a response. HA noted the lack of response from the council regarding scaffolding in The Close, Ravenstone and the diseased tree on the green opposite the church.   

10. PCSO Jo Clarke Report: PCSO Connor Braddish presented a report on behalf of Jo Clarke dated 15/03/26 - 19/05/26 (refer to PC website for further information). HA requested a PCSO or Police Officer attend the Village Open Garden event on 7th June.

11. Planning Applications:
11.1. Previous & Pending applications:
(i) Ref. PLN/2026/0556. Removal of existing retaining wall and replacement construction of terraced dry-stacked retaining wall at SUNNYSIDE, BAY LANE, RAVENSTONE, OLNEY, MK46 5AT- No concerns over this application, discussed at previous RPC meeting.

11.2. Haversham Development
Consultation on New Town Plan ended 19th May, plans submitted by Urban and Civic with Merchant Venturers approval to commit their portion of the land. Future proposals are worrying regarding loss of agricultural land and natural habitats for wildlife, detrimental effects to village communities and identities, disruption of local roads and the potential for increased flood risks.  HA and NF have responded to the consultation with their objection on behalf of RPC.
12. Village Appearance:
12.1. Ravenstone Action Plan 2026
(i) Follow up from village inspection
Currently there are no issues with flooding through the village or on approach roads. NF suggests Emergency Planning meeting be scheduled.
Clerk to contact Lloyds Grounds Maintenance about clearing traps on stream in future.
Drains to be looked at and reported again.  HA has reported potholes. Potholes on main roads have been marked for repair, query with council the timeframe for this (clerk). Rural drains are only cleaned every 6 years.
	RM sought advice on diseased tree, it is dying and requires removal for safety reasons. RM will address hedge trimming behind play equipment.
LP to obtain village sign replacement quotes.
The Close- HA has been in contact with the Housing department, she is waiting for a response from them about the scaffolding. 
Village notice boards need repairs or replacement, Clerk to source quotes for this.
Parked cars on verges causing an obstruction when the contractor cuts the grass, where possible cars to be moved for 5th June visit. Clerk to check contract for frequency of cuts on village approach roads and contact Lloyds.

(ii) Neighbourhood Plan Implementation/Review. Remains on the agenda for monitoring.
Flooding: Remains on the agenda for monitoring.  Councillors continue to monitor and respond where appropriate. Emergency planning to be confirmed.

13. Recreation Field. Removal of raised bed and landscaping, cleaning of astroturf, additional planting
Approval of works by Lloyds to remove old sleepers, landscape bed and clean astroturf at the recreation ground. Replacement planting of the landscaped bed to take place in the autumn.

14. Allotments. Clerk to contact Chris Page regarding allotment repairs.
15. Finance:
	
	
	15.1 Payments for approval & balances. Payments approved by council members. Councillor Les Postawa will be added to the Banking to replace Parish Clerk Charmane Macgregor, new clerk to email LP with bank information and ID requirements. Councillors decided to pay the previous clerk for her work handing over to the new clerk until May 31st.  


15.2 Annual Audit: Bridget Knight has audited RPC with input from CM. LP and clerk signed audit paperwork to be sent to PFK Littlejohn by 1st July.



16. Correspondence – including any particular by email which require discussion.  Email from resident at Brook House regarding landscaping contractor.
17. Councillors/Residents New Items/ Public Participation. New clerk will require fireproof storage for documents. Clerk to contact Neighbourhood watch about stickers for resident’s windows. Chapman’s Educational Foundation needs a nominated person on the PC; Rob Humphries has agreed to continue as a representative.
18. Public Participation Session.  Scheduled for 9th June-21th July 2026. 
19. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 22nd July 2026 at 7.30pm in Ravenstone Village Hall.
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